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"THE GOEB HOUCE" (Residence of Gov. William Blount) 
About 4 ti.   North of Johnson  City, U.S. Highway 411 

'Washington County, Tennessee. 

Owner .  John iichtei tf&ssengill. 

DP to of Erect ton.  1770. 

Architect.  Unknown, if my. 

Builder. V'llilam Cobb. 

Present Cond11ion.  Very little care has been exercised 
in preserving the house and its only care hes been such 
repairs wnd replacements as necessary for habitation* 
It is occupied now by r.   tenant farmer and his family r. II 
of whom &re necessarily poor and "1 ikev;ise almost illit- 
erate.  The house does not give the imoression that it die 
after erection due to the fact that It has been complete- 
ly covered with clapboard siding, just the date of the 
application be ing unknown, however, it appears that the 
siding was edded probably fdoout 1610 to 1825, maybe a 
little later.  I'he siding ws applied over aczed "logs 
with dove tailed joints, and, we presume, mud chinking. 
As said before, no attempt has been made to maintaln- 
it as it originally wss and it has settled badly in many 
places causing the windows and doors to operate with the 
greatest of difficulty, and has teen allowed to become 
over-grown in weeds and trees so that it is hardly no- 
ticeable from the road.  No apparent major changes have 
been made other than the replacement of the roof which 
is now metal and which was originally hand split 
shingles. 

It was built on the side of what WRS then the Washington 
Post Road and certain rock ;md tree stump remains vague- 
ly, but definitely mark the path of the road in front 
of the house.  This Washington Post Boad was the link 
between the City of Washington and what was then the 
Chickasaw Bluffs, now the City of Memphis  The new highway 
did not follow the old road but lies in front of the 
house about a quarter of a mile, on which Is now placed 
a marble monument with bronze tablet giving some historic 
facts and calling attention to the place.  This monument 
was placed there by the Daughters of the American Revolu- 
tion, and Is the only attempt which has been made to 
preserve the memories of the place.  With its present 
lack of interest on the pert of the owner and tenant, it 
is obvious that the marker will stand long after the 
house has fallen into the ground. 
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Number  oT  Stories.     The  major   part  of  trie house  v/hich  is 
rectangular  sh?" pod   Is  two  stories.     The  service   v?ing  to 
tiie ■err  is   one   stor .> 

he terie Is or Construction,  foundations a-e of native 
stone both for the house ?nd for the trick chimneys.  The 
exterior walls ere of logs covered nov/ with clapboard 
siding,  interior partitions are of v;ooa v;ith v/ood finish. 
The roof originally was of ha no split shingles, nov: re- 
olecsd with aolvanized iron.  Chimneys ere of hend made 
brick.  Ho interior trim of any importe.noe. 

Other Existing Records.  "Historv of homes and Card ns of 
Tennessee", oubiiehec by the Parthenon hress of Nashville, 
Vd'Sr,   for the warden Study Club of wsshvilie, gives a very 
HOOC account of the house and just, who were associated 
with it, many of their facts be in:-* taken from Kirk- 
Patrick's manuscript, -<;.?.L.Cocb and ■■hlli&m Cobb - 
History of Governor Elount".  The house is located in 
Sullivan County neer KLngsport in "The History of Homes 
and Gardens of Tennessee".  This is in error as the house 
Is' In heshinmton County near Johnson City.  Private 
manuscripts in the oossesslon of Judt:e Sen V. illiams of 
Johnson City and the hesseneili family also contain in- 
formation relative to the house. 

additional beta,  hhile the names- of Cobb and mfassengill 
are closely associated with this house, and while it was 
built by William. Cobb, the ;r.ost important historic 
connection this house boars is the fact that it housed 
Governor Vblllism hlount from 1701 to 173*; during which 
time Governor Liount ruled the then southwest territory, 
and which was the first organized form of government in 
the territory, part of which is now the State of Tenn- 
essee,  hhile the Elount Mansion in Knoxville, Tennessee 
is sometimes £iluded to as the cradle of the State, this 
house in which Governor hlount lived prior to his build- 
ing his own mansion in dnoxvllle is in re;: iity the true 
Oracle of Government of the State of Tennessee. 

The hateuga Section of Tennessee vhvieh is the valley :n 
the extreme northeast section of the State was tht birth 
place of the State anc from which the most romance 
emanated.  It was the settling point of the first pion' ers 
as they came ov-r the mountains from North Caroline anc 
down through the valley from Virginia from the east. 
Here was formed the Historic hV&tauge Association  . ch 

existec from 17?^ to 1776* This Association ruled - ad 
controlled the iimiiediote territory calieo the "hetwjya 
Section and. v.:as, therefore, tee first government T. cct 
of the Allegheney mountains,  hater with the expansion 
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end in recognition of the great southwest territory 
it was, therefore, the center of that expanded tc 
tory, and, as s?; ia before, this old house, v;hich 
sometimes called "Rocky .Vlount", VLS the scat of govern- 
ment of this expanded   territory. 

The Cobb House i&s among the ""irst houses built in 
Tennessee,  Trill ta a: Cobb, the builder, was born in 1714, 
"tarried Pavsheta v'"hiteheed , cane to fe Y.stouga Section 
in 1770 at which time he built his house.  he signed "The 
.Articles of T/atauga" in 177^, and v.-as also one of the 
Commissioners in 1780 "To be Judge and Viewers of the 
Currency of the ResAm".  he was one of the twenty seven 
n'&aistrates appointed to the first Washington County 
Court in i?77'/ 

On August 7, 1790 President Washington appointee hilliam 
hlount "Governor of the Territory Couth of the Ohio River" 
On his arrival in the uateuga Section and having no time 
in which to build a home of his own accepted the hospital- 
ity of William Cobb and. set about organizing the terri- 
tory over '-vhieh he v,as to govern.  The high standing 
in his community and the simple, but cordial, hospital- 
ity of ■William Cobb is spoken of in "Ramsey's Annals", 
and it was only fitting that he should offer his house 
to Governor riount and that Governor Blount should, ac- 
cept the offer. 

We do not knov: very much history associated v i th the house 
after the departure of Governor Blount and the death of 
William Cobb, but the house hes remained in the hands of 
the descendants of Willic.ii1. Cobb to the present day, and 
its owner, wir. John Michael ^asse.agill of Johnson City, 
is a. great, great grandson of Penelope Cobb and Hal Mass- 
engili.  As It TOS ar.ong the first houses to be built in 
the State of Tennessee it was likewise among the earliest 
to have a garden.  it is said that the garden 7/as well 
designed ana carefully laid out and was .noted for its 
orchard of apples, cherries, plums, pears and quince, and 
its large varieties of flowers, shrubs, etc. 

The house end garden occupy an Imposing position being 
high above the surrounding territory giving a commanding 
view for several miles.  The name "Rocky -iount" was given 
the house because of the craggy rock formation which 
projected there, and fox-   that matter still does rise 
above the ground to convey a hard, cold and awesome atmos- 
phere . 

If it should be possible to preserve any of the houses 
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end buildings of historic importance, this house is 
certainly one viilch shou! xnc Luces It   Is   not   particu- 
larly   inspiring  erchitocturelly,   bat   it   is   c   r-tainl; 

;}iCc,i   or   trie  nou: GUI i 1 t st that time and 'yoical ox 
the construction which v;as necessary in vie'v of the 
limited buildlrip materials end the limited utility of 
the craftsman ',nd pioneers ''"ho preceded the Artisans y;ho 
came efte^ the opening of the territory? -nd ■■hen  there 
xs F.   greater security eno opportune for skilled crafts 
men.  it is inspiring, hov^vrr, when the obstacles that 
ore sent eo. themselves ere considered c.nc   when it is real- 
ize; the nev,   terr LLo" Q       V-. - e in~:  torn. 

iJU. ^ - ir'sfe ~-pud). 


